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	In this issue:
· Appointment of the new IDF Director General

· IDF Analytical Week – Magallesburg, South Africa, 23-27 May 2005
· IDF Legislation Week – Cologne, Germany, 29 June – 1 July

· UKDA Open Day – Bath & West Showground – 4 October

· IDF publications
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** Mr Robert is speaking at the UKDA Open Day on October 4th at the Bath and West Showground.  Why not come along and find out more about the work of the IDF? – see page 5 for details**

Mr Christian Robert was appointed as the new IDF Director General on June 2nd.  He replaces Mr Edward Hopkin, who is retiring after 25 years of dedicated service with the IDF. 

Mr Robert has more than 20 years’ experience of the international dairy industry and has held management positions at the highest level. He served 12 years in the senior management team of Nestle and most recently was Managing Director, Europe with the Bulmer’s Group. He also has extensive experience of trade associations and representative organisations.

Mr Robert, who is married with four children, took up his post on September 1st. 

Report prepared  by Dr Paul Neaves – Williams & Neaves


IDF Analytical Week 2005 was held at the Mount Grace Country Hotel in Magaliesburg (just outside Johannesburg, South Africa), reverting to the traditional, 5-day format, following the 4-day events held in 2003 and 2004.  Despite the additional cost and time of travel compared with meetings held in Europe, the week was very well attended with over 120 people - comparing very well with the 60-70 people who attended the 1999 meeting in Canada.  

Apart from Paul Neaves, representing UKDA, the UK delegation included Roger Wood of the Food Standards Agency; Roger has an interest in chemical methodology and is involved with EU legislation concerning laboratory accreditation and the compositional aspects of dairy products.

As well as the main business meetings, the week also included a half day Workshop entitled Implementation of Analytical Strategies, a change from the usual symposium, that was intended to encourage greater ‘audience participation’ - and it succeeded!

Throughout the week, there was a trade exhibition run by test instrument/kit suppliers.  One company, COPAN, (an Italian manufacturer of a microbial inhibition, antibiotics test, (a Delvotest look-alike) presented two talks by independent scientists from Belgium and Italy, followed by a trade reception.  (In the UK, the COPAN Milk Test is currently sold through Quadrachem).
As usual, the week began on Monday morning with a General Opening Session, to get everyone thinking along the right lines, followed by a meeting of the Chairs and Deputy Chairs.  The Joint Action Team and Standing Committee meetings were held in 3 rooms concurrently, making it difficult  to cover as many relevant aspects as possible.


After a welcome by the President of the South African National Committee, presentations were made by Fred van Luin, representing IDF, and Rinus van Schaik, representing ISO.

Fred began on a sad note by announcing that our Swedish friend, Gøren Johnsson, who was well-known within IDF and to many of us in the UK, died in March 2005; he had been unwell for some time and had suffered a great deal.  Fred went on to outline changes within IDF that included the departure of Caroline Brooks.  Another significant development is the withdrawal of AOAC from the Tripartite agreement with IDF and ISO.  Concerning the Work Programme, he emphasised that the new work on probiotics and fermented milks is a major task that requires considerable discussion; other major tasks are the determination of protein nitrogen and water, both of which are important for international trade.

Rinus van Schaik emphasised the importance of IDF and ISO co-operation and used as examples the work in microbiology on the detection of the ‘emerging pathogen’ Enterobacter sakazakii, and in chemistry the work on the detection of omega fatty acids, serum protein and sensory analysis.  He also pointed out, however, that a number of other Work Items were lacking progress and risked being deleted.

The JAT on Harmonisation is a large group, progressing 9 Work Items, whose objective is to develop methods for microbiological tests that can be applied to all types of food commodities.  All work items are progressing according to schedule, including work on E. coli (3 methods), coliforms (2 methods), Bacillus cereus and staphylococcal thermonuclease.  Preliminary work has been undertaken on the development of a vertical method for enumeration of Pseudomonas spp. though the results were not good, so the future of this work looks limited.  The JAT is developing a method for the detection of Enterobacter sakazakii; because this pathogen is ‘emerging’ rather rapidly, the method will be published quickly as a Technical Specification, and an International Standard will follow as it takes longer to produce,.  A draft method has been circulated, many constructive comments have been received, and the results of practical studies appear encouraging.


The JAT on Lactic acid bacteria has 5 work items comprising:

·   enumeration of the probiotic organisms Lactobacillus acidophilus
·   enumeration of Bifidobacterium spp.
·   enumeration of citrate-fermenters

·   description of the standards of identity of lactic acid bacteria
              and
·   measurement of acidification activity by continuous pH measurement  
The work on L. acidophilus is progressing, although collaborative trials have produced mediocre results, whilst the work on Bifidobacterium spp. is similarly progressing according to schedule and promising results have been obtained in the recent collaborative trial, which is very good news for an organism that is notoriously difficult to grow in the laboratory.  The JAT was interested to receive a proposal from the Netherlands to prepare a standard for enumeration of non-starter lactic acid bacteria and a questionnaire to gain opinions from a wider audience will be circulated.

The work on Probiotics commenced formally following the 2004 meeting when it fell under the work programme of the JAT on Lactic Acid Bacteria and Starters.  It is such a major undertaking, however,  that a separate JAT has been formed.  The JAT on Probiotics met in October 2004 and proposed 3 Project Groups that will develop International Standard methods for:

·   determination of species and strain identity,
·   determination of antibiotic resistance, and
·   determination of functionality, this group having 2 objectives:

· determination of physiological properties and metabolic activities (i.e. ‘conventional’ biochemistry), and

· determination of functionality as probiotics (i.e. do the cultures have probiotic properties?).
The JAT met for a second occasion in April 2005 as it was unable to attend the meeting in South Africa, but future meetings will be held as part of Analytical Week.


The SCMMA meeting followed those of its 2 constituent JATs and highlights of the work were reviewed.  An election was held for Deputy Chair - Paul Neaves’ term of office having come to an end – and the successor is Dr Karlheinz Friedrich from Kempten, Germany.


The JAT on Veterinary residues has only a single work item - development of a microbial inhibitor test for a range of antimicrobials at the MRL level - and the work is progressing, although some technical difficulties have been encountered.  The JAT is considering 2 proposals for new work items: to develop a reliable method for detection of antimicrobials in milk products, and to compile an inventory of proprietary screening methods for antimicrobials in milk.  Another proposal was made at the 2004 meeting to develop International Standards for other veterinary residues, but little progress has been made.


The Workshop began with three introductory talks, on

· Analytical Strategies
· The Criteria Approach, and 

· Regulatory Requirements & Analytical Practice
These were given by the convenors of the 3 concurrent discussion groups that followed.  The groups talked about their various topics and gathered together once again for three presentations that summed up their findings.
Analytical Strategies discussed how laboratories can fulfil the needs of WTO, Codex and globalisation by developing their knowledge and analytical capabilities, and by harmonising methods of sampling and analysis to produce consistent results.  In order to to do this, the questions to be answered are, “What do we want to know?” and, “Is what we can do scientifically feasible and economically reasonable?”.  The group concluded that analytical methods are inevitably criticised; therefore reference systems are important for international measurement.  Traceability of measurement needs development, better use should be made of the IDF network of institutions and reference laboratories, and there needs to be better feedback for learning and improvement.  The recommendations to IDF therefore included the establishment of a Task Force to develop the above concepts.

The Criteria Approach discussed how the quality assurance requirements of the analytical laboratory, which are well-defined by Codex, can incorporate the ‘criteria’ or ‘performance-based’ approach for evaluating the suitability of a particular method – a concept developed particularly to deal with the ‘inaccuracies’ of microbiological methods.  The group recommended that an expanded list of criteria should be considered; the IDF should educate their laboratory staff and their ‘customers’, and advise on what it all means and how to interpret the data. This is because the criteria approach gives the analyst more freedom in the choice of a method, but it also brings responsibility and the analyst will need to develop statistical skills, for example, in order to use this freedom effectively.  Currently, precision data are published in standard methods but a much wider range of criteria should be included in International Standards.

Regulatory Requirements & Analytical Practice discussed whether the concept of ‘zero tolerance’ is reasonable in the context of food safety legislation or whether a ‘threshold of concern’, similar to the MRL concept, would be more appropriate.  The group agreed that there was a need to standardise terminology, to develop risk communication and to consider the relationship between the requirements for legislation versus technological safety.  The IDF should develop a discussion/clarification paper.


Analytical Week 2005 was a great success and much progress was made.  Analytical Week 2006 is planned for Vilnius, Lithuania.  

Report prepared  by Dr Ed Komorowski – Technical Director, Dairy UK

As usual this Legislation Week was well attended, with the various Standing Committees considering the latest developments in the areas of Codex Food Labelling, Codex Additives and the Codex Milk Committee.

The Chair of the Food Labelling Standing Committee is now Cary Frye of the US. The meeting received a report on the Working Group on Organic Foods, which is clarifying the use of certain non-agricultural substances in organic food.  Many substances are still square-bracketed including phosphates for organically produced processed cheese. Some members questioned whether IDF should retain its current support for the inclusion of phosphates. The nitrogen/ protein conversion factor was discussed, and the likely response of governments to the Codex Committee on Nutrition and Food for Special Dietary Uses (CCNFSDU).  EU Member States were bound to support the EU position of 6.25, despite the scientific justification for 6.38, which is the IDF position.

Trans Fatty Acids are becoming a subject of major concern, in particular in respect of compulsory labelling, and whether trans from hydrogenated fats are chemically and functionally different from those naturally present in dairy fats. It was noted that the trans fatty acid definition adopted by Codex is: “For the purpose of the Codex Guidelines on Nutrition Labelling and other related Codex Standards and Guidelines, trans fatty acids are defined as all the geometrical isomers of monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fatty acids having non-conjugated, interrupted by at least one methylene group, carbon-carbon double bonds in the trans configuration.”

It was agreed that IDF would propose that this definition be reviewed in the light of new developments with the aim of exempting trans-vaccenic acid or ruminant source trans fatty acids from the definition.

IDF continues to oppose Quantitative Ingredient Declarations (Quid) on the grounds that quantitative labelling is not meaningful for commodity standards where there are already specific requirements about the declaration of various ingredients.

The Chair of the Food Additive Standing Committee is Allen Sayler (US). The major work of this Committee is comparing the additive provisions of the General Standard  for Food Additives (GSFA) with the additive provisions of the individual commodity standards. It is believed that eventually the GSFA will replace the individual additive provisions, so it is important to ensure that all required additives are included.  This is a huge task, and the Chair has divided it up with varios members responsible for particular commodities.

Michael Hickey (IE) is the Chair of the Standing Committee on Standards of Identity.  The various product standards being developed by the Committee include:

· Filled Milks

· Fermented Milk Drinks

· the General Standard for Cheese

· Processed Cheese, and 
· Individual Cheeses (including cheddar and emmental).

Although a compromise position had been developed on Processed Cheese, it was still very uncertain whether this would be supported by governments in the Codex Milk Committee.  Work is proceeding through an Action Team.  On the cheddar standard, it is important that UKDA maintains an input, particularly in respect of both the composition (where Germany is seeking to increase the maximum moisture content), and ripening time, where the need is to defend the position that cheddar for further processing need not be ripened to the same extent as the retail product (a position that France opposes).


This year's Open Day will take place during the afternoon of Tuesday 4th October in the Lecture Theatre at the Bath and West Showground.

We are very pleased to announce that the new IDF Director General, Mr Christian Robert will be speaking on his immediate impressions of the IDF since joining at the beginning of September and how he sees the organisation developing in the future.  This is, therefore, one of the first opportunities to meet him and hear his views.

The other presentations that are being given feature:

· Dairy policy developments in IDF countries

· The latest developments in nutrition and health

· Key activities of the IDF Farm Management Standing Committee

· The work of the Dairy Farming Practices Action Team
and

· A review of the recent developments in dairy science and technology

As all the speakers would have just attended the World Dairy Summit, which is taking place in Vancouver from September 17-22, and they will also be reporting on the main topics that were discussed there so take this opportunity to find out about the issues that are attracting the greatest interest at the moment.

The early part of the day will feature a business session reporting on the work of the UKDA Executive and Technical Committees.  It will also feature a Special General Meeting called for the purpose of discussing and approving some proposed changes to the Constitution.
At the meeting of the Executive Committee in May, it was decided that the present UKDA Constitution, which was approved on 13 November 2001, has now become out of date following the changes that have occurred in the dairy industry (including the launch of Dairy UK).  A Working Group was established and it has drawn up a new draft Constitution.

The main changes that are being proposed are:
· Changing the name of the organisation from United Kingdom Dairy Association to The UK National Committee of IDF.  This is being proposed as a large majority of the other National Committees already have similar titles for their bodies, i.e. the ……. National Committee of IDF.

· The organisation will only have one Committee, which will be called a Management Board.  This will replace the existing Executive and Technical Committees.  The Management Board will be responsible for all the financial affairs of the organisation, as well as for progressing the items in the IDF Programme of Work.

These changes are only proposals at the moment and the Special General Meeting is your opportunity to have a say so come along and make your views known.  It is our intention to approve a new version of the Constitution during the course of the meeting.

We have allowed plenty of time on the day for discussions to take place, so please do not miss this excellent opportunity to bring yourself up to date with UKDA and IDF events.

Please visit the following website for instructions showing how to travel to the Showground,

http://www.bathandwest.co.uk/travel.html
If you would to attend and/or be informed about the arrangements for the Open Day as they progress, please e-mail Ian Wakeling, the UKDA Secretary.

The following IDF publications have been issued during recent months (full details of the contents and availability of all IDF publications can be obtained either on the UKDA website or from the UKDA office):

	Bulletin 396/2005
	Evaluating Milking Performance
	Overview of commonly-encountered problems in machine milking of cows and guidelines for methods for evaluating the milking installation, its operation and the interaction between equipment, cow and operator based on recent experience of dairy advisers, udder health specialists and milking machine technicians. Suggests meas-urements to quantify aspects of milking performance with a view to recommendations concerning the milking process and determining whether measures introduced have had an effect (102 references)


	Bulletin 397/2005
	The Codex General Standard for the Use of Dairy Terms - Its nature, intent and implications
	Nutritional value, functional properties and sensory characteristics of dairy products contribute to the good market position they enjoy, but cheaper imitations can also be lucrative and it is important that the consumer is not misled by misuse of dairy names. The objective of the Codex General Standard on the Use of Dairy Terms is to determine where, when and how dairy terms may be used and where they may not. This issue of the Bulletin of IDF provides information on the nature, intent and possible implications of the GSUDT in the context of national, regional and international trade, including its status in relation to the WTO Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement (TBT).
The principles of the application of dairy terms are discussed, with examples, in relation to milk products, composite milk products and other foods. Their application to milk products with modiﬁed com-position (for example, fat reduced, protein enriched, etc) is also covered, with examples. The text of the Codex GSUDT is included as an appendix. Throughout the text reference is also made to the relevant provisions of the Codex General Standard for Labelling Prepackaged Foods (GSLPF).
This report is intended for legislators working on labelling matters in the national context, the regional context and the international context as well as for legal specialists in food companies and in trade associations concerned with these issues.



	Bulletin 398/2005
	Guide on Life Cycle Assessment towards Sustainability in the Dairy Chain
	This Guide, prepared jointly by IDF and the United Nations Environment Programme, introduces and de-ﬁnes the concepts involved in life cycle analysis and life cycle as-sessment in the dairy context and their relevance to sustainable development. It describes a methodology for life cycle assess-ment applied to the dairy chain and illustrates it with the results of LCA on packaging systems, on dairy farming systems and on milk products. It presents the environmental impacts of energy consumption and the effect of the Kyoto Agreement on the dairy industry, together with a series of case studies of the use of LCA in the dairy in Australia, France, North America and Scandinavia and reports on discussion the future of LCA as a tool to promote sustainability in the dairy industry.
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